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Canada, where such a habit is unheard-of, even in
music-halls and cinemas.   This habit, I am sorry to
say, has spread to the provinces, where it is not at all
an infrequent thing.   I have always fought it tooth
and nail and shall continue to do so till I ring down
my final curtain.   The respect for our art, the con-
sideration of others in the audience who may object,
the distraction of the sudden lighting of matches in a
darkened auditorium,  totally destroying the tension
which certain moments in a play should produce,
are but a few of the reasons why this detestable breach
of good manners should be held up to contempt. In
theatres where the habit is tolerated I have ventured
to throw myself upon the good-will of my audience
and always with the full concurrence of the manager
of any theatre where I have been playing.   And it
has never failed. Few, indeed, in any audience, having
been asked to desist from this practice, have failed
to comply with my request.  And I would venture to
say that the manager who permits smoking is lowering
the tone of his theatre disastrously.   No really smart
audience will be seen there, and the Theatre inevitably
loses caste.   I know managers are having a desperate
time and cinematograph advertisements thrown upon the
curtain, "canned music" and other contrivances for
securing economy, are destroying all the old dignity
of theatres, but the last retrograde step it seems to
me is the  complacency with which the  smoker is
tolerated in the auditorium.
Alas I the bad manners in this case originated through
women smoking in public places.
During the last week, which was devoted to The
Only Way, we received a command from His Majesty
King Edward VII to repeat The Corsican Brothers.
The programme was, of course, immediately changed
for the night and we had the honour of playing before
the King and Queen Alexandra, who were accompanied
by the Grand Duke and Duchess of Hesse, and Prince
and Princess Andrew of Greece.